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Art. 6. The vessels mentioned in Article 4, which both Governments 
agree to disarm, shall remain in that state, and may not be rearmed 
without the previous notice of eighteen months which the Government 
who wishes to do so is obliged to give to the other Government, except 
in case of a subsequent Agreement or of their alienation. 

Akt. 7. Both Governments shall request the Arbitrator appointed by 
the Treaties of the 28th May, 1902, for the purpose of arranging diffi- 
culties to which questions on naval armaments may give rise, to accept 
the duties resulting from the present Agreement, for which purpose an 
authenticated copy thereof shall be sent to him. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries sign and seal the 
present in duplicate. 

[Signed] Luis M. Drago. 
Carlos Concha. 



Treaty of Obligatory Arbitration between Argentine Republic, Bolivia,, 
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Salvador, 
Uruguay. 1 Signed at International American Conference, January 
29, 1902. 

The undersigned, Delegates to the second American International 
Conference from the Argentine Eepublic, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay, assem- 
bled in the City of Mexico, who are duly authorised by their respective 
governments, have agreed to the following articles : 

Article 1. The High Contracting Parties bind themselves to submit 
to the decision of arbitrators all disputes that exist or may arise between 
them, which they may not be able to settle by diplomatic means, when- 
ever, in the exclusive judgment of any of the interested nations, such 
disputes do not affect the national independence or the national honor. 

Art. 2. Neither the national independence nor the national honour 
shall be considered as imperilled by any dispute about diplomatic privi- 
leges, boundaries, rights of navigation, or the validity, interpretation, and 
fulfilment of treaties. 

Art. 3. By virtue of the right recognised by Article 26 of the " Con- 
vention for the Pacific Settlement of International Conflicts," signed 
at The Hague on the 29th of July, 1899, the High Contracting Parties 

'Darby, International Tribunals, (Fourth edition, 1904), page 726. 
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agree to submit to the decision of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, 
established by the said Convention, all the disputes, to which reference 
is made in this Treaty, unless any of the parties should prefer that a 
special tribunal should be organised. 

In the event of their submission to the Permanent Court of Arbitra- 
tion at The Hague, the High Contracting Parties shall comply with the 
provisions of the said Convention in so far as it relates to the organisation 
of the Arbitral Tribunal, as well as in respect to the procedure to which 
the latter shall be subject. 

Art. 4. Whenever it may be necessary, from any cause whatever, to 
organise a Special Tribunal, either because any one of the parties may 
desire it or by reason of the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The 
Hague not being open to them, the procedure to be followed shall be 
established on the signing of the Arbitration Agreement. The Tribunal 
shall determine the date and place of its meetings and the language to 
be used, and shall in every case be invested with the power to determine 
all questions relating to its own jurisdiction, and even those referring to 
procedure on matters not provided for in the Arbitration Agreement. 

Art. 5. If the High Contracting Parties, on the organisation of the 
Special Tribunal, should not have agreed as to the appointment of an 
Arbitrator, the Tribunal shall consist of three judges. Each State shall 
appoint an Arbitrator, and these shall designate an Umpire. Should 
they be unable to agree with reference to this designation, it shall be 
made by the Chief of a third State, who shall be nominated by the 
Arbitrators appointed by the Parties. Should they be unable to agree 
as to the last-mentioned appointment, each of the Parties shall designate 
a different Power, and the election of the Umpire shall then be made 
by the two Powers so designated. 

Art. 6. The High Contracting Parties stipulate that, in case of grave 
disagreement or conflict between two or more of them, such as to render 
war imminent, recourse shall be had, so far as circumstances permit, to 
the good offices or mediation of one or more of the friendly Powers. 

Art. 7. Independently of this recourse, the High Contracting Parties 
coDsider it useful that one or more Powers that are not concerned in the 
conflict, should spontaneously offer, so far as opportunity is presented, 
their good offices or their mediation to the States at variance. 

The Powers not concerned in the conflict have the right of offering 
their Good Offices or Mediation, even during the course of hostilities. 

The exercise of this right can never be considered by either of the 
Contending Parties as an unfriendly act. 
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Art. 8. The office of Mediator consists in reconciling the opposing 
claims, and appeasing the resentments which may have arisen between 
the Nations in conflict. 

Art. 9. The functions of the Mediator cease from the moment when 
it is announced, either by one of the Contending Parties, or by the 
Mediator himself, that the means of conciliation proposed by the latter 
are not accepted. 

Art. 10. Good Offices and Mediation, whether at the request of the 
Parties in conflict or on the initiative of Powers who have no part in it, 
are only in the nature of advice, and never of obligatory force. 

Art. 11. The acceptance of mediation cannot have the effect, in the 
absence of an agreement to the contrary, of interrupting, retarding, or 
hindering mobilisation or other measures preparatory to war. If media- 
tion should take place after the opening of hostilities, it shall not, in 
the absence of an agreement to the contrary, interrupt the course of the 
military operations. 

Art. 12. In the case of grave differences which threaten to disturb 
the Peace, and whenever the interested Powers are unable to agree as to 
the election or acceptance of one of the friendly Powers as mediator, the 
disputing States are recommended to select a Power, which shall be 
specially entrusted with the mission of entering into direct relations with 
a Power chosen by the other interested nation, with the object of prevent- 
ing the rupture of pacific relations. 

During the continuance of this mandate, the duration of which, unless 
the contrary is stipulated, cannot exceed thirty days, the contending 
States shall cease all direct negotiation with reference to the dispute, 
which is to be considered as referred, exclusively, to the mediating 
Powers. 

Should these friendly Powers be unable to come to an agreement as to 
the proposal of a solution acceptable to those who are in conflict, they 
shall designate a third, to which the mediation shall be entrusted. 

In case of actual rupture of pacific relations, this third Power shall 
remain charged with the mission of profiting by every opportunity to re- 
establish Peace. 

Art. 13. In disputes of an international character, arising from a 
difference in their estimate of matters of fact, the Signatory Eepublics 
consider it useful that the parties which have not been able to agree by 
diplomatic means should institute, as far as circumstances will permit, 
an International Commission of Inquiry, entrusted with the duty of 
facilitating the settlement of these disputes, by clearing up the questions 
of fact, by means of an impartial and conscientious investigation. 
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Art. 14. International Commissions of Inquiry are constituted by 
Special Convention between the parties in litigation. The Agreement 
shall specify the facts that are to be the subject matter of examination, 
as well as the extent of the powers of the Commissioners, and shall 
regulate the procedure to which they must adhere. The inquiry shall 
proceed by hearing both parties in turn, and the procedure and time 
allowed for the investigation, if not fixed by the agreement, shall be 
determined by the Commission itself. 

Art. 15. International Commissions of Inquiry shall be constituted, 
unless it is stipulated to the contrary, in the same manner as the Arbitra- 
tion Tribunal. 

Art. 16. It is obligatory on the part of the Powers in litigation to 
furnish the International Commission of Inquiry, to the fullest extent 
they may consider possible, all the means and facilities necessary for the 
complete knowledge and exact appreciation of the facts in question. 

Art. 17. The above mentioned Commissions shall be limited to the 
determination of matters of fact, and to the expression of opinion on 
those that are merely technical. 

Art. 18. The International Commission of Inquiry shall present its 
report to the Powers that appointed it, signed by all the members of 
the Commission. This report, being limited to the investigation of 
matters of fact, shall by no means have the character of an arbitral 
award, and shall leave the contending Powers in entire freedom as to 
the value they shall attach to it. 

Art. 19. The constitution of Commissions of Inquiry may be included 
in the Agreements (compromis) of Arbitration, as a preliminary pro- 
cedure, in order to determine the facts that are to form the subject of 
adjudication. 

Art. 20. The present Treaty does not annul any previous ones existing 
between two or more of the Contracting Parties, in so far as they give 
greater extension to obligatory arbitration. Nor does it alter the stipula- 
tions on Arbitration relating to specific questions that have already 
arisen, nor the course of the Arbitration procedure that is being fol- 
lowed with respect to them. 

Art. 21. This Treaty shall become operative, without the necessity 
of the exchange of ratifications, as soon as three at least of the Signatory 
States shall notify their approval to the Government of the United States 
of Mexico, which will communicate it to the other Governments. 

Art. 22. Non-signatory Powers may, at any time, give their adhesion 
to the present treaty. If any one of the Signatory Powers shall desire 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 303 

to regain its liberty it must denounce the Treaty, but such denunciation 
can take effect solely in the case of the Power making it, and then only 
after the expiration of one year from the completion of the denunciation. 
Should the denouncing Power have any questions of arbitration pending 
at the expiration of the year, the denunciation shall not take effect in 
regard to the case still to be decided. 

GENERAL DISPOSITIONS. 

I. The present Treaty shall be ratified as soon as possible. 

II. The ratifications shall be forwarded to the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs of Mexico, where they shall be deposited. 

III. The Mexican Government shall send a certified copy of each 
ratification to the other Contracting Governments. 

In witness hereof, they (the Delegates) have signed the present Treaty, 
and have respectively affixed their seals thereto. 

Done at the City of Mexico, the 29th of January, 1902, in a single 
original, which shall remain deposited at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
of the United States of Mexico, certified copies of which shall be sent 
through diplomatic channels to the contracting Governments. 

[Signed by the Delegates for the Argentine, Bolivian, Dominican, 
Guatemalan, Salvadorian, Mexican, Paraguayan, Peruvian, and Uru- 
guayan Eepublies.] 



Treaty for the Arbitration of Pecuniary Claims between United States 
of America, Argentine Republic, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, 
the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hayti, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay. 1 
Signed January SO, 1902. 

Their Excellencies the Presidents of the Argentine Eepublic, Bolivia, 
Colombia, Costa Eica, Chile, Dominican Eepublic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
the United States of America, Guatemala, Hayti, Honduras, the United 
Mexican States, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay, 

Desiring that their respective countries should be represented at the 
Second International American Conference, sent thereto duly authorized 
to approve the recommendations, resolutions, conventions and treaties 

1 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1905, page 650. 



